
 
 

Torts Center | Episode 4 
“Bill of All Trades” 
 
[00:00:00] Courtney Dunn: A quick note before we get into our episode, the 
content provided in the Tort Center podcast is for informational purposes only 
and should not be construed as legal advice. The information presented in each 
episode is based on general principles of law and may not apply to your specific 
legal situation. 

[00:00:27] Courtney Dunn: Listening to the Tort Center Podcast does not 
create an attorney client relationship between the hosts, guests, or listeners. If 
you require legal advice or representation, please consult with a qualified 
attorney licensed to practice law in your jurisdiction. We disclaim any liability 
for any loss or damage, including without limitation, indirect or consequential 
loss or damage, or any loss or damage whatsoever, arising from the use of 
information presented in the Tort Center Podcast. 

[00:00:56] Courtney Dunn: By accessing and listening to the Tort Center 
podcast, [00:01:00] you agree to these terms and conditions. Welcome back to 
our next episode of Tort Center. Courtney Dunn and Carla Varriale-Barker here 
with our special guest, Bill Squires.  

[00:01:12] Bill Squires: Good afternoon, ladies.  

[00:01:14] Carla Varriale-Barker: Hi there. I'm going to introduce you. And 
it's such a delight to do that because we've been colleagues together for many, 
many years. 

[00:01:22] Carla Varriale-Barker: I've always thought of you as an industry 
resource on things like security, best practices, effective alcohol management. I 
know you from our experience together at Columbia University, and I just think 
of you as a wealth of experience and a lot of fun to be around. Let me tell our 
audience a little something more about you. 

[00:01:49] Carla Varriale-Barker: William D. Squires, Bill Squires, began his 
career in the sports and entertainment facilities and event management industry 
all the way back in 1987. [00:02:00] During his storied career, he has managed 
the Yankee Stadium. He's worked for the Yankees. And I'll let him share a little 
bit about that experience with you and a giant stadium ESPN's wide world of 



 
 

sports, Cleveland Brown stadium, and many other venues that he'll speak to us 
about here today. 

[00:02:22] Carla Varriale-Barker: Professor Squires teaches at Columbia 
university, a sustainability in sports classes new, but I know him. As the lecturer 
in sports facilities and event management, he is a graduate of the United States 
Naval Academy. And if you know him, that comes as no surprise to you, and he 
was an active duty naval aviator for 12 years before he joined the Yankees. 

[00:02:48] Carla Varriale-Barker: And I'm sure those skills served you very 
well. He is very involved in his industry and professional development. He is a 
quoted [00:03:00] and noted expert, and he's also somebody who is very 
involved in charitable endeavors. And I'll let him talk a little bit about the work 
that he does with the cystic fibrosis charitable endeavors. 

[00:03:13] Carla Varriale-Barker: And he is just a whirlwind of a person and 
an expert, and I am just delighted to have him join us today.  

[00:03:23] Bill Squires: Well, it's a pleasure to be here, Carla. You know how I 
feel about you. We go way back, back out for Columbia University. That's 
where we first met. And I just finished my 17th year of teaching there, and I'm 
looking forward to my 18th year, as you said, I, I do, I've been teaching sports 
facilities, event management course, but just recently a young man by the name 
of Sean Hoyt from the sustainability manager program. 

[00:03:43] Bill Squires: A master's program at the school of professional 
studies. He and I, along with our lovely LJ Holmgren, who's in the sports 
management program, helped us develop a course called sustainability in sports. 
So, you know, I never thought, you know, I think it's uniquely, I graduated from 
school called Columbia high school.[00:04:00]  

[00:04:00] Bill Squires: And now I'm teaching at Columbia university. Uh, 
most of my friends in high school can't believe I'm teaching that. They, first of 
all, they can't believe I graduated from Columbia high school. And now that I'm 
teaching at Columbia university, but I'm looking forward to teaching another 
course, it's just a place that continues to get back to me. 

[00:04:15] Bill Squires: And I'm, I'm honored and privileged to be able to teach 
with fellow professors like yourself.  

[00:04:21] Carla Varriale-Barker: Before we get started on things like 
security and effective alcohol management at venues, can you tell us a little bit 



 
 

about sustainability in sports? Because this seems very cutting edge, this is 
something new for you. 

[00:04:36] Carla Varriale-Barker: What does sustainability in sports mean 
and what sort of things will you be studying in your class?  

[00:04:43] Bill Squires: Well, I mean, sustainability is not something new. It's 
something that's been going on for many, many years. I think the reason we 
created this course is Sean recognized that, uh, sports has this great medium, it's 
on TV all the time and, and people follow not only what the teams do, but what 
the organizations [00:05:00] do, what the venues do. 

[00:05:01] Bill Squires: So, sustainability, I mean, I remember years ago, we 
started talking about sustainability and the design and construction stadiums. 
You know, people said, I don't know if we can do that's going to cost too much 
money. But over time, we realized it's not only it doesn't cost money, it saves 
money. There is a return on investment, but it's also the right thing to do. 

[00:05:17] Bill Squires: You know, I have, uh, three kids, 39, 26, 25, a 
grandson is nine. And, uh, I certainly want to leave this planet in a better place. 
Then when I found it, and I think a lot of people aren't thinking that way. And I 
think we all need to be thinking of how do we make this a greener place, a more 
sustainable place. 

[00:05:34] Bill Squires: So I think this course that we're developing is going to 
be a difference maker. I certainly hope so. And I think it will.  

[00:05:39] Carla Varriale-Barker: Will you talk about things like elimination 
of single use plastics at sports facilities, or is that passe already? Are you way 
ahead of that?  

[00:05:49] Bill Squires: No, that's, that's, you know, single use plastics, using 
aluminum cups, reusable cups, LED lighting, farm to table, meaning food that's 
grown locally, doesn't have to be trucked very far.[00:06:00]  

[00:06:00] Bill Squires: Anything that will, will help the environment with the 
CO2 emissions, uh, whatever it may be, and, and recycling. It's important that, 
uh, you know, composting, whatever it can be, you know, using water, retaining 
water, and use it for irrigation, maybe for plant growth around the You know, 
mass transit, you know, there's new stadiums are being built. 



 
 

[00:06:16] Bill Squires: You want them to be built in an area where there's 
mass transit and, uh, not so much people taking their own personal vehicles to 
drive. And so it's really, it's everything, it's everything from the design, the 
construction, uh, and the operations. I mean, there's many programs out there 
like leads where they're evaluated on the design, the construction, the operations 
and maintenance. 

[00:06:34] Bill Squires: You know, there's a group out there called the green 
sports alliance, which is a large group that, uh, there's many venues, teams, 
organizations, not only in the United States, but throughout the world that are 
part of it. So it's a, it's, it's a great movement and it's the right thing to do. And, 
you know, I was kidding before we got on the call today that, uh, I have read a 
textbook in two years since I was in naval Academy back in 1975. 

[00:06:53] Bill Squires: And now I've got two textbooks, sustainability set at 
my desk. I have to read, uh, because I need to know more about it and I know 
enough [00:07:00] about, you know, the world of sports, but I need to know 
more about it. So. And we can generate discussions in class. So, um, it's, uh, 
you know, listen, I like learning. I learned something new every day. 

[00:07:08] Bill Squires: And, uh, certainly with this new course, I'll be learning 
a heck of a lot more.  

[00:07:11] Courtney Dunn: So what considerations there are for stadium 
design as it relates to sustainability?  

[00:07:18] Bill Squires: Design is, um, I'll give you a perfect example. MetLife 
Stadium, it was initially designed, didn't have any LED lighting. And, uh, after 
one year, we just said, Hey, we need to put not only LED lighting, but we need 
to put solar panels up. 

[00:07:30] Bill Squires: The old stadium, I was sitting right next to it. We had 
to demolish it. Now what we're going to do with that stadium, we're going to 
recycle the concrete, recycle the, the steel. So there's a lot of things that go into 
the design, you know, whether it be shading, if you look at Levi's stadium, they 
actually put a garden on top of the roof. 

[00:07:45] Bill Squires: Fenway Park has a garden on top of the roof. Mercedes 
Benz Stadium is a Platinum, LEED, LEED Platinum certified venue. It comes 
down to your mass transit and water retention and, and LEDs and, you know, 
having, uh, rechargeable areas [00:08:00] for, for cars. I mean, 20 years ago, 



 
 

you never heard of somebody on the staff of an architectural firm that had 
anything to do with sustainability. 

[00:08:07] Bill Squires: Now, every architectural firm has somebody who 
specializes. Just in sustainability, so it's, it's big, you know, I love it when I 
teach the course, I actually teach one of my classes about sustainability and we 
talk a lot about throughout the sports facilities management course, but I have 
students will be walking down the streets in New York and we'll see a lead 
certification plaque on a building, an office building, and we'll take a picture of 
it and send it to me and it's always enjoyable to see that because obviously it 
hits home at that point. 

[00:08:33] Courtney Dunn: So Bill, tell us, now we know you were in the 
Navy, talk about your transition from being in the Navy into the, the wonderful 
world of sport.  

[00:08:41] Bill Squires: Yeah, if I had a nickel for every time I've been asked 
that question, I would not have to do any podcasts. I'd be retired somewhere, but 
excuse me, I was a Naval aviator at a Naval Academy. 

[00:08:51] Bill Squires: I flew airplanes and, uh, the plane I flew was land 
based. But my last two years on active duty, I was on the USS John F. Kennedy, 
which was an aircraft carrier. And I was a [00:09:00] communications officer. 
So I, I knew about ships movements. Anytime we're going to be going 
somewhere, I knew pretty much sometimes even before the commanding officer 
of the ship. 

[00:09:07] Bill Squires: And in 1986, I found out that the ship, uh, this was in 
January of 86, that we're going to go down to Fort Lauderdale, Florida for a four 
day rest relaxation period after some at sea trials. And that's where the Yankees 
had their spring training complex. And I played baseball in high school. I 
played baseball at Navy and I was a big Yankee fan. 

[00:09:24] Bill Squires: So with my commanding officer permission, I reached 
out to the Yankees and try to arrange for tickets, you know, for our crew. So I 
called this gentleman. Who, uh, was the head of the spring training complex 
and, uh, got him on the phone finally. And I said, listen, my name's Lieutenant 
Commander Bill Squires, uh, USS John F. 

[00:09:40] Bill Squires: Kennedy is going to be pulling into Port Everglades. 
I'd like to get tickets for the crew, free tickets. And he said, oh, Bill, we don't, 
we don't give away free tickets. You know, that's, we, we sell tickets. We make 



 
 

money off tickets. Well, I did my research. I knew that Mr. George M. Starburn 
III, the owner of the Yankees was born in 1930 on the 4th of July. 

[00:09:56] Bill Squires: I knew he was in the air force for one year. I knew that, 
uh, he had a [00:10:00] company called American Shipbuilding. So I knew he 
was a patriot and I said, uh, this individual, could you just ask Mr. Steinbrenner 
if it would be possible? And he said, okay, I'll ask. And I said, and in return, 
we'd like to invite the Yankee organization, owners, managers, coaches, players, 
families to come out to the ship for a tour. 

[00:10:17] Bill Squires: And he said, well, Bill, you know, we're down here to 
work out. We're getting in shape. We're trying to get ready for the season. I said, 
I know, but I want to offer this opportunity. Would you please just ask Mr. 
Steinbrenner. And he said, I will. And so he said, call me three days, you know, 
no emails back then, no cell phones. 

[00:10:31] Bill Squires: So three days later, I called him and I thought for sure 
he was to give me lip service and say, yeah, I spoke to Mr. Steinbrenner. I'm 
sorry, but we can't help you. But when I asked, when I got him on the phone, he 
said, Bill, I wish I had your number because Mr. Steinbrenner said, whatever 
you want, you can't. 

[00:10:44] Bill Squires: So got down there. I got 500 tickets for the crew. They 
came out to the ship for a visit. And the night of the game that we went to, I just 
happened to ask Mr. Steinbrenner, how do you get into the industry? Now, I 
wasn't looking to get out of the Navy. I loved what I was doing. Just curious. 
And he [00:11:00] offered me a job right on the spot, gave me his home 
telephone number, said, I want to hire you. 

[00:11:03] Bill Squires: So let's, let's talk. And I thought three long, hard days 
about what I should do. And I, and it's funny because you asked that question 
was this my first class that I teach every year, I tell the story. And there's three 
things that I take out of that experience is one. If you don't ask, you don't know. 
So asking him, how do you get in this industry? 

[00:11:22] Bill Squires: Not that I was interested to get now. I asked a question 
and I found out that he was interested. Number two, I learned that you never 
knew who was watching. And what I learned later on was, I think he watched 
me when I gave the tour of the ship to all the players and coaches and managers, 
and he had his family that was watching how I was, Handling the staff and how 
I was treating everybody and my attention to detail. 



 
 

[00:11:43] Bill Squires: And then three, what I learned was when I had to make 
up my list, I made up my list of pros and cons of staying in and get it out. And it 
came down to the last thing was regrets. Would I regret doing it or not doing it? 
And that's what made me make the decision to get out. As I was able to stay in 
the Naval Reserves, I still am very involved in the [00:12:00] military, Naval 
Academy. 

[00:12:01] Bill Squires: So I think I've had more of an impact that I did get out 
and I continue to serve in some form that had I stayed in active duty for 30 
years. So, I mean, listen, a kid growing up and, uh, your favorite two teams are 
the Yankees and the Giants. And I get to work for both teams. And I get asked a 
lot, you know, when they find out about my background that I'm in sports, I'm 
involved in sports and, and everybody says, that's really cool. 

[00:12:21] Bill Squires: But I said, yeah, that's cool. But guess what? I did 
something that was pretty important too. I wore the uniform about my country 
and I flew my, I flew an airplane in defense of my country. So to be able to say 
you did something important and you did something cool is special. So I've 
been blessed. There's no question about having those opportunities in  

[00:12:38] Bill Squires: life. 

[00:12:39] Courtney Dunn: It is special. So, in terms of stadiums, you have 
done everything from design, construction, all the way up into games, Super 
Bowl, everything else. A decent chunk of that is security related, right? 
Ensuring that the spectators are secure.  

[00:12:54] Bill Squires: Yeah, you know, listen, I get that a lot that people 
think I specialize in security. 

[00:12:58] Bill Squires: I don't think I specialize in [00:13:00] security, but as a 
general manager of a stadium, you're involved in all aspects, you know, from 
parking and traffic to merchandise, to groundskeeping, to cleaning, to guest 
services, to everything, construction, capital improvements. But I think in the 
world we live in, we've kind of focused more on security. 

[00:13:15] Bill Squires: Now, especially after nine 11, I have to say I carved 
out a niche, but I, I mean, it's something I focused on. I saw the second plane at 
the tower on that April day, Tuesday, September 11th, 2001. I was at giant 
stadium. I had heard that a plane crashed in the world train center. I went 
outside to look and I saw the second plane hit. 



 
 

[00:13:33] Bill Squires: So as somebody who served in military, I knew that 
we're going to be at war, but also knew that the way we were going to go visit 
and enjoy sports was going to change. And, uh, you know, we didn't play any 
games that following weekend. But the weekend after that, all of a sudden we 
started doing bag checks and we started doing pat downs of people were coming 
in the building. 

[00:13:50] Bill Squires: So the whole world changed and that has not changed. 
Consistent with their bag checks and with their, you know, not so much pat 
downs now, but walk through magnetometers. So yeah, security has [00:14:00] 
been, you know, I tell people that I think the safest place to be at one o'clock on 
a Sunday afternoon in the fall is at MetLife stadium. 

[00:14:06] Bill Squires: I guess I can say that about almost all stadiums across 
the country, because we do do our due diligence and we care about the safety 
and security of those individuals who attend our events. So yeah, security is a 
very, very important part, but so is cleanliness. So let's get services. So as speed 
of service, like I always say, I can't control the play on the field, but we control 
everything else, including the field of play. 

[00:14:29] Bill Squires: So yeah, security is important. And, um, and, um, and I 
know my peers in industry feel the same way.  

[00:14:34] Courtney Dunn: I want to talk about alcohol management. I mean, 
if we're going to a football game, we're tailgating, we're with our buds. What 
does the stadium do? What do you look for in terms of making sure the alcohol 
is properly managed going into and flowing through the stadium? 

[00:14:49] Bill Squires: Oh, it's a, it's always a great question. I get asked a lot. 
What's, uh, my biggest concern on an event day and there's active shooters out 
there, there's terrorism, there's all kinds of things. But you know, our biggest 
problem, and I [00:15:00] think it goes back to the Roman coliseum is alcohol, 
just as, uh, you know, people feel they have the right to consume more alcohol 
in a parking lot of the tailgate and then come into a venue and misbehave. 

[00:15:10] Bill Squires: And, uh, we can't have that, you know, you have little 
kids, you have women, you have, uh, responsible adults that want to enjoy the 
game and our job is to make sure that they do so. Alcohol management is, uh, 
has always been critical. I mean, I've been a master trainer for the techniques for 
effective alcohol management coalition since, uh, 2001. 



 
 

[00:15:28] Bill Squires: And, uh, teaching the responsible service and 
identifying those that could potentially be disruptive to audiences is something 
that we teach our staff at MetLife Stadium, and I know other venues throughout 
the country. MetLife Stadium has the strictest alcohol policies, I think, in the 
country because we have 23, 500 parking spaces. 

[00:15:45] Bill Squires: That tailgating stuff is what really is, is, is difficult to 
deal with because we can't manage it and, and watch people consume it. And in 
many venues, you know, we'll stop people from even coming into the venue if 
they appear to be intoxicated and are ejected immediately. So [00:16:00] 
alcohol management is extremely important. 

[00:16:02] Courtney Dunn: And now that being said, you've worked at 
stadiums and you've worked concert venues. It kind of goes into the sports and 
entertainment focus of this. What are some differences in concert goers versus 
sport spectators and what you look for in terms of security and protection and 
kind of what to be ready for? 

[00:16:20] Bill Squires: That's a not a loaded question, but we're talking to 
Taylor Swift concert. Are we talking to Kenny Chesney concert?  

[00:16:25] Courtney Dunn: Kenny Chesney.  

[00:16:26] Bill Squires: Kenny Chesney concert is a historically a big tailgating 
event. Uh, he has a lot of opening acts, which means the parking lots are open. 
Well, usually, you know, I'll, I'll use MetLife Stadium as an example, five hours 
prior to the first act, but Kenny may not be coming on until maybe two hours 
after that. 

[00:16:41] Bill Squires: So it's one of the things that the professionals in the 
industry, they know that the demographics of the individuals are coming to the 
event. You know, alcohol at a Taylor Swift concert is, is not an issue, but there 
are other, you know, other issues. So it's, uh, all these professionals out there 
that run stadiums, they know pretty much what's coming to the [00:17:00] 
stadium. 

[00:17:00] Bill Squires: They check with other venues when there's events out 
there that are touring, whether it be international soccer matches, concerts, 
monster truck, college football games. We kind of stay in tune with what's 
going on. It's, it's, um, And there's a bunch of associations out there, the 
International Association of Venue Managers and the Stadium Managers 



 
 

Association and the National Center for Spectator Sport, Safety and Security, 
NCS4, where we all get together and we talk. 

[00:17:23] Bill Squires: So there's really no secrets out there. We kind of know 
what's going on. And, uh, we share information willingly.  

[00:17:29] Carla Varriale-Barker: Bill, that's something I wanted to talk to 
you about, because you have always given back to your profession and to your 
community, and one of my memories with you is putting on a mock trial for uh, 
Stadium manager, stadium professionals that had to do with security and 
alcohol management. 

[00:17:54] Carla Varriale-Barker: Can you talk a little bit about the value of 
that sort of education for your [00:18:00] colleagues and peers?  

[00:18:02] Bill Squires: Yes, I, I can because, uh, this year will be the 15th 
annual conference of the, uh, NCS for national center perspective sports safety 
and security. And I will tell you, we did that you, myself, Dana Fox, a few 
others, Dana Fox from a Louis Brisbois, California, who was our judge. 

[00:18:20] Bill Squires: And uh, to this day I am told that is the best session 
that we've ever had because we had rehearsed it. We knew we were going to 
talk about, we had some pretty good actors and we had some, some real life 
situations and it came across very, very, very well. And I don't think a lot of 
people in the industry understand, you know, depositions and trials and things 
that can occur if you're not doing your due diligence and not training and not 
instituting best practices and not following through and, and enforcing your 
policies and procedures. 

[00:18:48] Bill Squires: So I thought that was valuable. But of course, I've been 
an expert witness now since about 2008 and I've worked on over 70 trips. You 
know, 70 lawsuits, so I kind of get it. I understand it. And it's, uh, [00:19:00] 
that was really, really valuable. And I know that, uh, Lauren Cranford and 
Stacey Hall from NCS4 would like to do that again. 

[00:19:06] Bill Squires: And I'm sure we will, but it was valuable, not just 
standing up to a PowerPoint presentation, but it was a really great presentation. 
And I think, uh, as I recall, you had to, I was in a stand and you had to, you 
know, Interrogate me. Correct. I've  



 
 

[00:19:18] Carla Varriale-Barker: got to cross examine you. But I think a lot 
of people did not recognize or for a lot of people, the issues they deal with in 
discovery in the initial investigation phase. 

[00:19:33] Carla Varriale-Barker: Came alive when we did this two hour 
mock trial for them so they could see what the weak points were, what to shore 
up, what not to forget to think about or document close to an incident. I actually 
think it would be a great experience for some lawyers, young lawyers or 
lawyers who are just learning how to try cases to participate in that sort of a 
mock trial. 

[00:19:58] Bill Squires: No question. I've [00:20:00] really learned a lot from 
the work I've done as an expert witness and I take that knowledge and I share it 
with my peers and I share with my, my friends at med light stadium to make 
sure we're doing the right things. It's not just to avoid lawsuits, but to make sure 
that we are protecting the fans and doing anything possible to make sure They 
have an enjoyable experience, but it's been a, I said, I started doing this in 2008, 
never thought I'd still be doing it, but it certainly made me a lot smarter about 
the industry. 

[00:20:25] Bill Squires: And, uh, I really kind of enjoy it. It challenges me in so 
many ways. And, you know, I've actually asked people if, if I have my JD and I 
said, no, not yet, but I'm on my way, but it's, it's been really enlightening 
experience working on these lawsuits.  

[00:20:38] Courtney Dunn: Bill, you've worked the biggest sports events that 
we have, the world cup, super bowls. 

[00:20:43] Courtney Dunn: What kind of pressure is that on you?  

[00:20:45] Bill Squires: Listen, I had pressure on me when I was flying 
airplanes, you know, and you couldn't see the runway and had to land or plane 
because you have 12 people on the airplane, but that's pressure. I've had some 
situations in a professional sports world that have been interesting. 

[00:20:57] Bill Squires: You know, I've worked 11 super bowls. I've worked, 
uh, my, I [00:21:00] just worked my third F1 race down in Miami. Just did a 
international cricket council, T20 men's world cup cricket tournament in Long 
Island for 16 days. And that was, Unique to say the least I had never done that 
before, you know, I've done, you know, major concerts. 



 
 

[00:21:14] Bill Squires: I've done army Navy game as a grad. That was one of 
my greatest experiences. You mentioned World Cup. I am working on the 2026 
World Cup right now, but I also worked on the 1994 World Cup. And I always 
ask people, where were you were in 1994? And I get chuckles, but listen, I've 
been blessed. As I said, you know, with the career that I've had and the things 
that I've done and the things that I've seen, I'm not sure what's next. 

[00:21:36] Bill Squires: I know the world cup 2026 is the next big thing on the 
horizon, but it's been fun to work major league baseball with the Yankees, NFL 
with the giants and the jets college football, and it's fun. And I'll throw this out 
there. I always get asked, so Bill, who have you met throughout the 37 years 
you've been in the industry? 

[00:21:51] Bill Squires: And I met my hero, Mickey Mantle, and became 
actually friends with them when I worked for the Yankees. And I've met a lot of 
the artists who've come through Yankee or, you know, done, uh, [00:22:00] 
events. I did something I forgot about until recently, but I did Nelson Mandela's 
first appearance in the United States at Yankee Stadium back in 1990, which 
was an unbelievable event. 

[00:22:09] Bill Squires: But I always tell people, you know, that I, I met Pope 
John Paul II. I met him in 1985 when I was on USS John F. Kennedy, and I 
went to a mass at the Vatican. And then I met him again in 1995 at a mass at 
Giant Stadium. And I was disappointed because he didn't remember me. Uh, 
you think after 10 years, you know, meeting twice that he probably remembered 
me, but he didn't. 

[00:22:29] Bill Squires: But to meet the Pope once is unique, to meet him twice 
is, once again, I go back to just being blessed in everything I've done. And I'm 
sure there's a lot of little events out there that I just, I don't recall, but I've been 
blessed. That's all I can say.  

[00:22:40] Courtney Dunn: Yeah. Carla, I don't know about you, but I'm dying 
to know some of the unique considerations of cricket. 

[00:22:46] Carla Varriale-Barker: Bill, I'm embarrassed to tell you that I don't 
even know that I have a working familiarity with the sport. I don't know how 
well known it is here in the U. S. Can you tell us a little bit more about cricket 
and what [00:23:00] are the unique concerns about cricket that you just worked 
on?  

[00:23:05] Bill Squires: Well, this was a very unique event. 



 
 

[00:23:07] Bill Squires: It's the first time that cricket is played on this level in 
the United States. And the International Cricket Council and T20, they built the 
stadium, 34, 000 seat stadium at Eisenhower Park in Long Island. Uh, it took 
106 days to construct. They had nine matches in 12 days. And as I'm speaking 
right now, they're taking it down. 

[00:23:25] Bill Squires: Uh, it'll take about 30 to 40 days for it to be removed. 
Another effort in sustainability. I didn't know much about cricket, but I do know 
it's the second most popular sport in the world.  

[00:23:35] Courtney Dunn: I didn't know that.  

[00:23:36] Bill Squires: Yep. The number one is soccer. I think it's 3. 5 billion 
fans. I think cricket is 2. 5 billion fans. 

[00:23:42] Bill Squires: And we hosted, I guess, a nine matches we hosted, uh, 
Pakistan versus India. Uh, it's the only time Pakistan plays India is in this T20, 
uh, tournament. And, uh, it was estimated that 500 million people watch that 
game over the world. And when you think about in the 2024 Superbowl this 
year, there were [00:24:00] 123 million people that watched that. 

[00:24:02] Bill Squires: And people thought that was what a remarkable 
number. But think about 500 million people watching this game being played at 
Eisenhower park and, uh, and Long Island. But the unique game of the fans are 
very fanatical. They were good fans. I didn't really have any, many issues, but 
most of the game, all the games started at 10 30 in the morning because of the 
TV time back in Indian and, uh, that part of the world. 

[00:24:23] Bill Squires: But it was a great experience. It's a historic experience. 
I think the further I'm removed from it, the more I think about how historic it 
was. To be able to build this building in that amount of time, host that many 
matches, and like I said, nine matches in 12 days, and not have any really 
incidents or any issues. 

[00:24:38] Bill Squires: I know Nassau County is extremely proud. I have to 
give a shout out to the law enforcement there. They did just one heck of a job. 
And all the people that actually worked the event, uh, they put their heart and 
soul into it. And I know it was a great success. I am going to sit down one day 
and actually watch the game and try and get a better feel for it because it does 
take a lot of talent and, uh, it's a, it's a little slower game than any sport, but 
[00:25:00] it's a, it's an interesting sport. 



 
 

[00:25:01] Bill Squires: Once again, I said historic and I'm just so happy to be 
part of it.  

[00:25:05] Courtney Dunn: Bill, you talk about your cool job and your 
important work that you've done, but I know you're pretty involved in some 
charities and philanthropic endeavors.  

[00:25:14] Bill Squires: Yeah, it's not that I chose him, uh, 2002, uh, my son 
was diagnosed with cystic fibrosis. 

[00:25:21] Bill Squires: You know, he's kind of go through my wife and I kind 
of went through like, what was me? Why me? Uh, for maybe 24, 48 hours. And 
they said, okay, we said, okay, what are we gonna do about it? And, uh, my 
wife became the caretaker, the doctor, the nurse, she could spell the medications 
my son was taking backwards. I couldn't even pronounce them forwards. 

[00:25:37] Bill Squires: And my role I found was to fundraise. So I continue to 
do that to this day. I think my family, we can say that we're probably 
responsible for raising about 4 million. Over the 22 years I've been fundraising. 
I'm now the president of the chapter of the cystic fibrosis foundation in New 
Jersey. So, you know, we're in it to win it, you know, we'll never quit 
fundraising and making it and raising awareness, you know, for the [00:26:00] 
40, 000 or so individuals that have cystic fibrosis because it is a life threatening 
genetic disease. 

[00:26:05] Bill Squires: I remember when my son was diagnosed, you know, 
one of the first things we noticed, there was a life expectancy assigned to this 
disease. And, and I always, when I do my fundraising, I always ask people, do 
you, you know, any diseases out there with kids? That's really, there's a life 
expectancy. And they don't, and when you tell them that you have a son or a 
daughter, that, you know, life expectancy is about 36 years old, kind of open 
some eyes and also open some wallets, which is not a bad thing. 

[00:26:28] Bill Squires: But so I, you know, I get a, got to do what I got to do. 
It's, and I believe we were chosen because of who my wife and I are. I know a 
lot of people certainly know a lot of generous people and that I've supported my 
efforts over the years and, and the money we've raised along with the money 
that's been raised by so many others made a significant difference. 

[00:26:45] Bill Squires: Fortunately, my son is, uh, the life expectancy, but my 
son was diagnosed at five is now was 36. Now it's like 57. So, you know, the, 
we're making a difference. We won't quit till we have a cure. And just, I hope I 



 
 

get to see that before I leave this earth, because, uh, [00:27:00] I wake up every 
day and say, how do I make a difference in other people's lives? 

[00:27:03] Bill Squires: And this is something that is so important to us 
because it's our, our son. But thank you for asking that.  

[00:27:08] Courtney Dunn: And I mean, between that work, your sports work 
and everything else that you're involved in, I know you had your own battles 
with COVID.  

[00:27:16] Bill Squires: So, and I've been blessed. There's no doubt about it. 
And this is, I guess this will tell you how blessed I am. 

[00:27:22] Bill Squires: I woke up on a Monday, March 16th, coughing 
uncontrollably. I stopped eating, stopped drinking. And back then they said, you 
know, quarantine for 10 days. And if you're still not feeling well, go to the 
hospital. And I started taking naps, you know, like four or five hour naps, and I 
never took naps. And so I knew something was really wrong. 

[00:27:40] Bill Squires: And then I got a fear that I couldn't shake. 10 days 
later, Thursday, March 26th, my wife said to me, Bill, you need to go to the 
hospital. And I said, no, just give me one more day. And she goes, no, the 
ambulance is in tribal. You have to go. So I got the ambulance, went to the 
hospital, checked in. I remember getting evaluated. 

[00:27:57] Bill Squires: Uh, that was Thursday, March 26th. And the 
[00:28:00] next day I remember was about maybe May 8th when I was in 
hospital. So on March 29th, they ventilated me, intubated me, and I was 
intubated for 25 days. They took me off of thinking I was going to recover. I 
didn't, they had to put the ventilator back in me for another seven days, which 
wasn't really a good sign from when I was, I didn't know this till later on. 

[00:28:18] Bill Squires: I'm sure most people knew that that was probably not a 
good sign being on a ventilator and then being re ventilated. But on May 2nd, I 
had my second birthday and here I am today. And I've had a lot of people, when 
they hear that story, they say, man, you're lucky. And I said, no, no, we, you win 
the lottery. 

[00:28:32] Bill Squires: You're lucky. You get a second chance at life. You're 
blessed. There's just no other way around. So, uh, Now I was in, I was in rehab, 
not alcohol rehab, but physical rehab for 23 days. I learned how to tie my shoes 



 
 

and brush my teeth and use my walker, had a little walker. And then I went 
home and did some outpatient rehab and it was up to me to rehab myself. 

[00:28:53] Bill Squires: So now religiously, I try and walk seven miles a day, 
not throughout the day, but seven miles around this reservoir for laps. 
[00:29:00] I do it in about an hour and 50 minutes. I do a lot of thinking, a lot of 
planning, a lot of praying and thank the good Lord. And for those people, my 
wife, my family that supported me and all my friends out there that made a 
difference in their prayers, you know, God listened to their prayers and here I 
am today. 

[00:29:14] Bill Squires: So I don't take anything for granted every second of 
every minute. I always say you'll never have another today. So celebrate today. 
And then celebrate tomorrow for another day, just take it, enjoy it. Don't let life 
pass you by. I definitely have been blessed.  

[00:29:29] Courtney Dunn: An amazing story. And every time I talk to you, 
you are doing something else. 

[00:29:33] Courtney Dunn: You are working on a different sport. You're 
traveling somewhere. What is the future looking like for your, your career in 
sports?  

[00:29:41] Bill Squires: That's a great question. I don't play golf. So I won't 
retire. I can't sit home and watch I Love Lucy reruns, but it's comes down to. 
You know, I did ask God when I realized that all these other people had died 
and I did not, what do I do now? 

[00:29:55] Bill Squires: And it became, it came down to it, making a difference 
professionally and personally. [00:30:00] So every day I challenge myself to 
make a difference. And I've realized as long as my mind is working, I'm 
working. There's no need for me to sit around and just not do anything. I just 
can't do that. I mean, sometimes forgetful now, my mind's not as sharp as it was 
maybe 30 years ago, but I think I continue to teach at Columbia. 

[00:30:17] Bill Squires: I know I can do that for quite a while. I think I still do 
my expert witness stuff. Physically, I'm, I'm pretty fit. The fact that I walk as 
much as I do and I kind of watch what I'm doing because I want to live as long 
as I can and be productive. So, um, I don't see any changes. I mean, I'm looking 
forward to 2026 World Cup. 



 
 

[00:30:34] Bill Squires: I'm looking forward to teaching at Columbia. I'm 
looking forward to continue to raise money for the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation. 
And, uh, just enjoying every day, every day that I have.  

[00:30:43] Courtney Dunn: You're not slowing down anytime soon.  

[00:30:45] Bill Squires: Nope. Ain't happening.  

[00:30:47] Courtney Dunn: What advice would you give to your students or do 
you give to your students that want to get into sports management, sport safety? 

[00:30:54] Bill Squires: I tell 'em it's, you know, it's, there's a lot of institutions 
out there that provide degrees, wanna be undergraduate or graduate [00:31:00] 
degrees and there's only x amount of number of jobs. The first thing I tell 'em is 
you have to, you know, you gotta pay the bills, so what you, but you should 
always chase your passion. 

[00:31:09] Bill Squires: I tell my children that, chase your passion, but you can 
always, but you need to do something to help, to pay the, pay the bills, pay the 
mortgage pay. You know, pay for your car, but if you have a passion for 
anything, I don't care what it is, you should never give up on it. Never, never, 
never. So I help the students as much as I can, and I think they enjoy my course. 

[00:31:24] Bill Squires: I enjoy teaching the course, and I tell them I'm always 
there as a resource for them to help them provide guidance. Fortunately, I've 
been successful in some cases where I've been able to help people find 
opportunities and jobs. But it's just, um, it's got to keep knocking on doors. 
Don't limit yourself to one area, one sport. 

[00:31:41] Bill Squires: There's colleges, there's racetracks, there's other 
opportunities in sports besides teams and venues. But it's always nice when I 
find out that one of my former students found their, found their role and they're 
doing a great job. But I also tell the students when they take my class, there's 
two things I want them to learn. 

[00:31:57] Bill Squires: One. Is that people who work in [00:32:00] events and 
operations work their butts off. And, uh, they get to see that they get to hear that 
from my guest speakers. There's holidays, nights, weekends, forget about it. 
You know, we're, we're working those days. And the second thing they learn 
and they don't realize they learn it until they finished the course is that they'll 
never go to a sporting event again and watch it the same way. 



 
 

[00:32:19] Bill Squires: Because they're not just watching what's going on in 
the field of play, they're watching what's going on in the stadium, in the bowl, 
the guest services, the speed of service, everything. So when I get that, I get that 
every now and I got a call from a student said, damn, you ruined my, my sports 
experience. 

[00:32:34] Bill Squires: And I said, well, I guess you paid attention in class. 
You know, so, um, now I'm just, once again, fortunate to be able to share with 
students, you know, my life experiences, particularly in the world of sports, but 
also, you know, persistent fibrosis and my feelings and learnings from COVID 
experience. But I'll never quit teaching at Columbia. 

[00:32:50] Bill Squires: I told Scott Rosner, who's my boss, I said, you're 
gonna have to fire me one day because the school has done more for me than 
I've done for the school. It's kept me alive. It's kept me [00:33:00] smart. I can 
remember when I was laying in, uh, And rehab, I started thinking about my 
classes in the fall. This is like crazy. 

[00:33:05] Bill Squires: I'm, I could hardly move, but I'm thinking about 
teaching in the fall. And it just kept me motivated to do what I could, you know, 
to rehab and get better and better and better. So Columbia university means a 
great deal to me.  

[00:33:16] Courtney Dunn: That sounds great, Bill. Thank you so much for 
joining us today. I think we learned a lot about sustainability in sports, what you 
do, whether it's important or cool work and some info about cricket that we did 
not know before. 

[00:33:29] Bill Squires: It was my pleasure. Listen, when you guys asked me, I 
was thrilled to do this. I have a lot of respect for both of you and I've worked 
with you guys on certain lawsuits and we're more than colleagues, we're friends. 
And uh, the fact that you've thought enough of me to do this, I really, really 
appreciate it. 

[00:33:43] Carla Varriale-Barker: Of course. We appreciate you bill. Thank 
you. This was a really informative and interesting discussion.  

[00:33:51] Bill Squires: Thank you, my Carla. I can't wait to see you face to 
face  

[00:33:54] Carla Varriale-Barker: in just a few weeks. You want to give a 
plug for the NCS for [00:34:00] conference?  



 
 

[00:34:00] Bill Squires: Yes. Uh, and so July, it'll be 15th annual NCS for 
conference. I'm going to arrive on the 8th of July, but it begins on a 9th. 

[00:34:08] Bill Squires: It'll be 9th, 10th and 11th of July. I'll be moderating a 
litigation panel with both you and Courtney. I look forward to that. I know for 
sure that it's going to be well received because your reputations precede 
yourself. And I think these people know that they need to know a little bit more 
about the legal system because they have a massive responsibility in, in 
handling not only a brick and mortar stadium, but taking care of millions of 
people who pass through those gates. 

[00:34:31] Bill Squires: So I look forward to doing that. Although it'll be hot 
there in Phoenix, it'll be a fun time to see you gals.  

[00:34:37] Carla Varriale-Barker: Terrific. Look forward to it. See you in 
Phoenix, Bill. Bye now. Tune in next month for our next episode of Touring 
Center. Don't forget to rate, review, and subscribe, and you can listen to us on 
Apple Podcasts or [00:35:00] Podbean. 


